
CIS 1600, HOMEWORK #1
EVALUATING WEB DESIGN: DUE SEPT 30

Please submit a one-page review of the design of one page from one of your favorite 
websites.  Be sure to pick a page specified by a permalink-style URL (visiting that URL will 
always show the same thing).  Discuss how the page looks and works, and how the look and 
operation of the page relate to the content of the page and the image that the page owner is 
trying to convey.  

Your review should contain at least one paragraph regarding each of the following:
1. An overview of the entire site, and in particular the page that you selected:  What is 

the purpose of the site?  What is the purpose of the page within the site?  Who is the 
target audience of the site?  How often, when, and where do you use the site?

2. The visual design of the page:  Consider the use of color, font, and images (both 
background and foreground) and their placement on the page.  Are they bold or 
subtle?  What moods do they convey?  How do they relate to the target audience of 
the site?  Do they work well together?  Are they attractive?  Are they useful in 
indicating the features and information that are available on the site?  Are there 
advertisements?  Do they fit in with the content of the page stylistically?

3. The usability of the page:  What functionality is available on the page?  Is it obvious 
how the user can access this functionality?  Are there any features that a power user 
would want, but a beginner would not?  Are they immediately apparent or hidden 
until wanted?  Would it be easy to figure them out to become a power user?

4. The responsiveness of the page's design:  How do the elements of the page change 
when you change the size of the browser window that you are viewing it on?  
Simulate different viewport sizes using the developer tools of your browser as we 
discussed in class.  Do any elements change size with the viewport?  Do any change 
position?  Do any appear or disappear?

5. The accessibility of the page:  Would the page still be usable for a visually impaired 
user with a larger default font size?  A user “viewing” the page through a screen 
reader instead of a visual display?  Would it still be usable for a red-green colorblind 
user?  A user with javascript disabled?  A user without a mouse, only using the 
keyboard?

6. Summary. Would you say that this page is well designed?  The site overall?  What 
features of it would you like to use in your own projects?  What could be improved?

LAYOUT 
1. Name, Date, Class at top of paper.
2. URL of page reviewed
3. Single-spaced paragraphs, 12 point font, 1 inch margins
4. At least 1 page of text, any accompanying graphics/images/screenshots is in addition to 

the page of text
5. Please submit your paper to me by email before 6:30pm on September 30
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