
CISC 1600, Homework 1:
Evaluating web design

Prof Michael Mandel

Due: Thursday, March 10, 2016

1 Description

Please submit a one-page review of the design of one page from one of the websites
that has received a webby award in 2015. Select your site from those listed on
this page (it is a very long page, keep scrolling down or use the dropdown menus
on top to select a category):

http://webbyawards.com/winners/2015/

Discuss how the page looks and works, and how the look and operation of the
page relate to the content of the page and the image that the page owner is
trying to convey. Specifically, your review should contain at least one paragraph
regarding each of the following:

1. An overview of the site: What is the purpose of the site? Who is the
target audience of the site? How often, when, and where would they use
the site?

2. The visual design of the site: Consider the use of color, font, and images
(both background and foreground) and their placement on the page. Are
they bold or subtle? What moods do they convey? How do they relate to
the target audience of the site? How do they relate to the purpose of the
site? Are they useful in indicating the features and information that are
available on the site? Are there advertisements? Do they fit in with the
content of the page stylistically?

3. The usability of the page: What functionality is available on the page?
Is it obvious how the user can access this functionality? Does the page
offer feedback of some sort when you use it? Is it easy for a new user to
figure out the site? Are there tricks that a power user can learn to better
navigate it?

4. The responsiveness of the page’s design: Change the size of the browser
window while viewing the page. How do the elements of the page change
when you do so? Do any elements change size with the viewport? Do any
change position? Do any appear or disappear?

5. The accessibility of the page: Change the font size using the control-
plus and control-minus keystrokes. Is the page still usable for a visually
impaired user a larger default font size? Right click on the page and select
“view source” to see the page’s HTML. Pretend you are the screen reader
software and attempt to read the HTML code. Can you quickly get to
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the interesting content, or are you stuck reading through a huge menu or
other boilerplate? Would it still be usable for a red-green colorblind user?
Is there any important information that is conveyed through a red-green
contrast? Disable javascript in your browser and reload the page. Is the
page still usable or is important functionality missing? Turn javascript
back on and use the tab key to navigate the page. Is it obvious what link
currently has the “focus” (if you press the enter key, your browser will go
to the focused link)?

6. Summary. Would you say that this page is well designed? The site
overall? What features of it would you like to use in your own projects?
What could be improved?

2 Layout

1. Put your name, the date, and the class at top of paper

2. Put the URL of page you reviewed after that

3. Format the document as single-spaced paragraphs, using 12 point font,
with 1 inch margins

4. Write at least 1 page of text. Any accompanying graphics / images /
screenshots (which are encouraged) are in addition to the page of text

5. Submit your paper to me via blackboard before 10:30am on March 10
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